Herbert Rowse Armstrong.
Dr William Ainslie
Messrs. Philip Harris & Co., of Birmingham. They are a firm of
high repute, a trustworthy firm from which to get ingredients.
Do you think they could be trusted to supply bismuth?—Yes-
but there is no reason why you should not get a sample which
might not be up to the standard it should be. We know there are
many things like that.
If you had sent that sample up to Dr. Webster and received
his report, would you have treated his report as valueless?—No, I
do not say his analysis was wrong; 1 accept it at once.
Re-examined by Sir H. curtis bennett—You asked to refer
to certain things you had read in Witthaus, and I want to
draw your attention to this passage on page 496, one of the pass-
ages referred to—" An examination of the surface of the mucous
membrane with the aid of a magnifying glass will, if the poison
has been taken in the shape of a crystalline powder, usually reveal
the presence of minute particles firmly adherent to and embedded
in the layer of mucus or even in the substance of the membrane."
Is that one of the matters you had in your mind?—Yea. Arsenic
is sold in a variety of forms. It is sold as what is known as
white arsenic, but the solubility is different in each kind. In
this case it was a mixture of the whole lot altogether, and the
symptoms are not the same. In Blythe I find " a single dose of
arsenious acid may cause a prolonged fatal illness." That is the
case I had in mind. The man endeavoured to commit suicide
and took a large dose of arsenic, and lived for six days. He had
symptoms of arsenical poisoning going on the whole time.
By Mr, justice darling—I had read of the case of the Due
de Praslin before I gave my evidence, and I had told Sir H. Curtis
Bennett about it. It was not because it was a case of six days,
and it was six days before the death of Mr«. Armstrong, that I told
Sir H. Curtis Bennett about it.
How did you fix on six days before her death for the dose that
killed her?—Because, as I answered before, 1 did not think the
symptoms occurring before the 16th were due to arsenical poison-
ing.
Dr. john steed, examined by Mr. bosanquet—I am a doctor
of medicine and a master of surgery of Edinburgh, and I am in
practice at Stanton, on the Wye. I have been in Court during
part of the hearing, and I have also studied the evidence in the
case of Mrs. Armstrong. I have read the reports. Having regard
to the whole of that evidence, I should say the cause of her con-
dition when she went into the asylum in August, 1920, was un-
doubtedly some internal condition from which she had been suffer-
ing for a long time. That condition caused her to have symp-
toms of indigestion, rheumatism, forms of neuritis, and gall-
stones. I look upon the gallstones as a symptom reacting back
on the original cause. I heard that Mrs. Armstrong had a tonic
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